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Teacher of the Year

By: Helena Sun

 You might catch him in the 
English hallway at Montville High 
School greeting his students or preparing 
for his Advanced Placement course. For 
2013, English Department Chairman Ted 
Richmond is the district Teacher of the 
Year. In Richmond’s words,  he teaches 
“Reading, writing, but most importantly, 
thinking critically.” Learning to analyze 
independently is a vital skill for students of 
all levels and ages. Richmond understands 
the importance of teaching in the 21st 

century.  “The biggest goal for education 
in the future generation is work ethic, 
which applies to everything,” he states, 
“And you need to learn to collaborate with 
each other, and that also goes beyond high 
school.” These ideologies were  inspired 
by Richmond’s past English teachers who 
serve as role models.
 Becoming an English teacher was 
not the career he had in mind when he 
started college. “I guess I first realized it 
when I didn’t do so well in my chemistry 
class in college,” he admits. “I was, 

however, receiving good grades in my 
English classes. I really enjoyed biology 
and physiology throughout high school 
but I also had a knack at English. It 
seemed to come naturally to me.” It was 
his English teacher that inspired him in 
his senior year. “He was this old, gruff 
guy,” he chuckles. “You would never 
even dream about being late to his class. 
But he was so passionate. He knew what 
he was talking about, which I think is a 
quality a great teacher should have. To put 
it bluntly, you have to know your stuff. 
He was intriguing and what he talked 
about modeled for real life—and that, 
from a student’s perspective, is really 
valued.” Above all, Richmond thinks that 
the best quality a teacher should have is 
integrity. “Students can tell when you 
think teaching is a joke. I mean, we’ve all 
had those teachers before. Some look like 
they don’t really want to be there. Being 
honest and open shows that you are, you 
know, human.”

Mr. Richmond is the Montville Public School’s Teacher of the Year.

Students Lead
By: Natalie Smith
 Montville High School is full of 
outstanding student leaders who have the 
potential to change the world. Taking a 
leadership position in the school comes 
with pressure and work, but is worth it in 
the end. Leaders have an important role in 
shaping the climate of the school. Being 
chosen to be a leader by peers and adults 
is a great honor and a demanding role.
 Student leaders provide a positive 
role model for those both in and out of the 
activity. For example, in the marching band 
there are a variety of leaders including the 
drum major, guard captain and a section 
leader for each different part of the band. 
Everyone works together to make sure 
rehearsals run smoothly by setting a good 
example and helping those who struggle. 
Other clubs run the same way.  Each class 
has its own president and vice president 
along with a council that meets regularly 
to discuss activities. Class presidents are: 
senior class, Allison Contillo; junior class, 
Hannah Meyers; sophomore class, Suzie 
Fitzgerald. Presently, there is no president 
for the freshmen class.
 There is also student government 
which plans dances and events. Student 
Government serves as the voice for 
MHS. Helena Sun is president and Caitlin 
Turney is vice president.  While they hold 
the leadership titles, all those involved in 
Student Government are leaders as well.     
Shaun Radgowski, a marching band 
section leader and sophomore class vice 
president says, “Being a leader helped me 
to learn that the group mentality is the best 
place to be. I’ve started adapting to the ‘we/
us’ mindset instead of the ‘I/me’, which 
even the most mature adults struggle with. 
I believe this inspires those around me to 
also have high personal standards and to 
start to get into the mindset of putting 
superficial needs aside, and aiding, and 
focusing to benefit everyone in the best 
way.”
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MHS SPORTS
Friday Night Lights

By: Caitlin Marsh

 The loud crowds, the bright lights 
and the young men who wear the jerseys 
are a sight to see in the fall months. But, 
you may wonder, what can you expect to 
see while bundled up in those bleachers?
When asked what excited him about this 
upcoming season, Chad Mooney, Varsity 
senior, stated “We have a lot of young 
players on our team, and a lot that are 
new to the varsity football program. I am 
excited to see how they perform under 
pressure.”
 Fans may also wonder how the 
senior students feel about finally being the 
leaders of the team. The simple answer is 
they started as freshmen and have worked 
their way to the top. Mooney says, “It’s 
kind of overwhelming, but I love it. It 
seems like not too long ago I was playing 
freshman football looking up to all of the 
older players. Now I’m one of them and I 
love the responsibility of being a senior.”
As an observer, it is inevitable that you 
will see hard work and intensity from the 
stands. You will not be disappointed by 

the Indian athletes. Brent Politowitcz, also 
a varsity senior, was asked whether or not 
this season’s team will live up to seasons 
past. Politowicz says, “Yes, if not, we will 
be even better.”
 Coach Grove, Indians varsity 
coach for the past 8 years, says “We have a 
pretty deep senior class this year, including 
about 15 players, all with a good amount 
of varsity experience. Our sophomore and 
junior classes will contribute to the team 
right away. We have a tradition of success 
that we wish to uphold in this coming 
season.”
 It is believed that the talent of both 
under and upper classmen this year will 
astonish all. Due to the intense practices 
and rough workouts, there is no doubt in 
Grove’s mind that his boys will make this 
another memorable season for Montville 
High School history.

Montville plays Fitch in a scrimmage prior to the start of the regular season.

Soccer Goals 
By: Ashley Kolasa and staff Editor
 This year Montville girls soccer 
has two new assistant coaches to help 
returning head coach, April Parady: Mrs. 
Berkeley Cecchini- Bond and Mr. Justin 
Cook.  According to Parady, the goals this 
year for the girls’ programs are “To build 
on the skills that each player posseses, to 
improve our record from last season, to 
contend in every conference match, and 
to go far into post season play.” Cecchini- 
Bond added, “My goal is to help each 
player to improve their weaknesses and 
keep building their strengths.” And from 
Cook, “To work on the five F’s: Focus, 
First to ball, First touch, Finish and Fun.”
 As far as the boy’s program goes, 
Coach Delany says, “Our goal every year 
is to get better as a team with each day 
and to compete for a conference and state 
championship.” Assistant Coach Ouellette 
added, “Personally my goal this season is 
to develop the talented players we have 
into a fully functional team.”
 Some of the soccer coaches stated 
that one of the reasons they chose to coach 
for MHS is because it’s one way that they 
can give back to the community.  They also 
all love the sport.  Says Parady, “ I love 
the sport and felt that our program could 
make a name of ourselves.” Ceccini- Bond 
wants to share her own experience with 
having had great coaches in the past and 
for Cook, who has lived in Montville for 
most of his life, he is proud to give back to 
the community.  Coach Delany says, “ I’ve 
always wanted to coach soccer and I had 
been involved in soccer my whole life,” 
and Ouellette commented that, “ After 
coming back to the sport I was afforded 
the opportunity to remember why I fell in 
love with the sport many years ago.”
 All of the coaches, returning and 
new, are dedicated, caring individuals. 
MHS students, as well as the community, 
are lucky to have them serve our athletes.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Matt Hendrickson
 The NFL season is already here, 
but just in case you missed the pre-season, 
here’s a rundown of everything that 
happened during the off-season. The 2013 
NFL draft was uneventful, to say the least. 
The first overall pick was an offensive 
lineman. There was only one quarterback 
picked in the first round, E.J. Manuel. The 
last time that happened was in 2001 when 
Michael Vick was selected in the first 
round by the Atlanta Falcons. 
 The more interesting part of the 
off-season was the free agency. Greg 
Jennings, who no one thought would ever 
leave the Green Bay Packers, went to their 
division rival the Minnesota Vikings. The 
Philadelphia Eagles were looking for a 
new head coach after a few seasons with 
a record below .500 and found Chip Kelly 
who used to be the head coach for the 

NFL Season Preview

college football team the Oregon Ducks. 
Former Eagles head coach, Andy Reid, 
went to coach the Kansas City Chiefs, who 
also picked up Alex Smith from the San 
Francisco 49ers after Colin Kaepernick 
took Smith’s spot as quarterback. The 
49ers trade a 6th round pick 
to the Baltimore Ravens for 
veteran wide receiver, Anquan 
Boldin, who was an important 
piece in the Ravens’ Super 
Bowl run last year. A big move 
for the Arizona Cardinals was 
picking up 33 year-old quarter 
back, Carson Palmer. This 
provides the team a veteran 
quarter back with a good arm 
to throw to arguably one of 
the best wide receivers in the 
league, Larry Fitzgerald. 

 The playoffs  will be exciting and 
eventful with many toss-ups. Expect to 
see some new teams make an impact. So 
draft your fantasy teams carefully football 
fans and may every game be in your favor.

By: Ryan Turney

 This year Montville High 
School’s volleyball team is ready to ace 
their games. Last year, they made it to the 
second round of the ECC tournament and 
into the first round of the state tournament. 
Taylor Penman, a senior and the captain 
this year, says she believes their toughest 
opposition will be Woodstock, but the 
team is preparing to defeat them. “In the 
past they have been a tough opponent, but 
this year we will be able to hold our own 
and put up a good fight.” This will to win 
is just what the team needs, and Penman, 
the senior captain delivers this so the team 
can succeed in fulfilling their dreams as a 
team this season.
 You may have also noticed that 
the volleyball team has a new manager. 
This year, Stan Kesilewski has taken the 
job and he says that he likes being the team 

Over the Net Sets Success

manager because “I really enjoyed going 
to the games last year and I love to cheer 
them on and give them the encouragement 
to succeed.” Stan isn’t just one of your 
ordinary managers who keeps records and 
stats of each player. He helps by gaining 
a level of trust and dependency from the 
players. He stays at their practices to assist 
them with drills and serves as a friend to 
many on the team.
 Alyssa Nissen, who joined the 
varsity squad this year, is passionate 
about the game. She says, “I love the team 
because they’re close friends of mine and 
we help each other out when we’re down. 
Everyone on the team is so well rounded 
that we suit each other as a team and as 
peers.” This type of unity and friendship 
is the building blocks for a successful 
team in which the girls hold such tight 

bonds with each other. It’s not just about 
winning and losing to the opposition. It’s 
about having teammates there to back you 
up so you can improve individually and as 
a whole.
 Much of the team also partakes 
in Velocity Volleyball, which is a regional 
league that aims to train and develop 
junior volleyball athletes. It brings people 
from all over Southeastern Connecticut 
and places them in a competitive league to 
provide a learning environment for girls 
to get better and have fun while as well. 
 So watch out, because the 
volleyball team this year is in it for the 
prize. They are doing anything they can 
to get back to where they finished off last 
year. 



Page 4 The ChiefTain

ARTS AND CULTURE
The Face of the Chieftain

By: Ryan Turney

 The Chieftain at Montville High 
School is being run by a new group of 
students this year. The copy editors, 
chosen last year by Mrs. Laurençot for 
their qualities or responsibility, writing 
ability and dedication are Helena Sun and 
Stefanie Szot .  Alex Winakor, chosen for 
his artistic and technical abilities as well 
as dedication and responsibility is the new 
photography editor. The presidents of the 
after school club are Mallory Tassone and 
Meagan McAdams. Their hard work and 
dedication to the paper over the last few 
years sets them apart as top writers. 
 Meagan McAdams says, “As a 
writer, I would like to improve on making 
my stories seem more interesting and as 
for the club, I’d like to set the example 
for people to meet deadlines to make the 
issues more current.” Meagan works hard 
to make sure each member gets a story, 
and then follows up to make sure those 
stories meet the deadline.
 Helena Sun has been writing for 
The Chieftain for 2 years now. She says, 

“I like interacting with people. It gives 
me a chance to explore things I usually 
wouldn’t.”
 Alex Winakor, the Chieftain 
photographer, has been taking pictures for 
the Chieftain for a couple of years now. 
He says that Journalism is challenging, 
“…because the photos that I take are 
no longer on my own time, but instead 
have deadlines attached. I don’t have the 
freedom about it. I have to have the self-
discipline to get it done.” His photos bring 
life to the articles.
 Stefanie Szot is the other 
editor. It is her first year as a member 
of the Chieftain. She took Creative 
Writing last year and now says, “I’ve 
been trying different styles of writing, 
starting with the basic structure, and then 
creative writing. Then Mrs. Laurençot 
suggested Journalism and now I’m here. 
I really enjoy the fun of deadlines.” These 
individuals create a worthy newspaper to 
inform the students and staff at MHS.

Tuition costs and the economy affect college plans.

Break a Leg!
By: Meagan McAdams
 Even though last year may be 
difficult to beat, the MHS Drama Club has 
big plans to do so. Last spring’s musical, 
The Music Man was praised as one of the 
greatest plays that Montville has done 
yet. Last year was also the first time that 
there was a student-directed play. Almost, 
Maine was directed by Chelsea Dahmer, a 
recent graduate.
 However, it’s a new year for the 
drama club and they have exciting plans 
in store. The new president of the drama 
club replacing Megan Rotkowitz is senior 
Joan Miller. Junior Jack Lakowsky admits 
that last year’s plays were unforgettable 
and are going to be hard to top, but 
everyone involved believes this year will 
do just that.
 Ms. Walsh, drama club advisor, 
plans on putting on three plays during the 
2012-2013 school year. She is hoping to 
do a comedy in the fall, a musical in the 
winter, and she has yet to decide on the 
third one. She admits that it is difficult for 
her to make up her mind on what plays 
she wants to do because she loves them 
all. She does not consider how easy or 
difficult it will be for the students to pull 
off. Ms. Walsh chooses the plays and the 
students have most definitely shown that 
they are able to rise to the challenges.
 The plays that will be performed 
this year are Lend Me a Tenor, a comedy 
by Ken Ludwig, Pippen, a musical by 
Stephen Schwartz and Roger Hirson, and 
a third play that is going to be senior-
directed. Ms. Walsh proudly says that the 
seniors this year, and the entire drama 
troupe , are the most talented group of 
kids that she has ever had. Beyond the 
splendid cast members, the tech crew 
goes well above and beyond to make the 
performances the absolute best they can 
be. Break a leg MHS Players.
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Helena Sun
     MHS senior, Jeffrey Cregeur has 
created a  new choir which has rung some 
glorious notes around the school. Cregeur 
discovered his forte after composing 
his first choral piece, The Way of the 
Righteous and the Wicked, to the text 
of Psalm 1. Last year’s chamber choir 
performed this piece along with others 
to bring home the highest award given at 
Annapolis, Maryland hosted by the World 
Strides Heritage Performance.
 This year, Cregeur will tackle 
conducting a selected choir to perform 
various pieces including some of his own 
compositions. Cregeur says, “The sound 
of the human voice is the best instrument 
in the world. It has an ethereal color 
while having the presence of a string 
ensemble. It is an opportunity for singers 
to experience honing their skills of choral 

Prelude to a New Choir

singing and perfect them.” Cregeur began 
to experiment with composing by mashing 
well known songs together. He admits, 
“...then came the phase of stupid teenage 
original songs.” He found his appreciation 
for classical choral music after listening 
to Eric Whitacre’s Water Night. Whitacre, 
known for his evocative harmonies, 
established the well-known Virtual Choir 
in which users from all over the world 
send in a video of themselves singing 
their parts. Each video is then combined 
to form a mass choir. Cregeur says, “He 
is my inspiration because of the tonality, 
close harmony and beauty.” He is inspired 
by the satisfaction of the end product and 
by reading text or experiencing something 
that translates to sound in his head.
 Member Tatiana Cloutier says, 
“I’m very excited! I think working with 

him will be fantastic. Plus, an extra 
opportunity to sing is always welcomed in 
my life.”

By: Meagan McAdams

 “As global learners, it’s for 
our benefit to see other cultures and to 
have a better sense of the world,” says 
Spanish teacher, Señora Clifford. This 
spring break Clifford is taking senior and 
junior language students on a 9-day trip 
to Greece. In past years they have been 
to Italy, Peru, Puerto Rico, France, and 
Spain.
 When Abigail McAdams was a 
freshman, she had an older sister going 
on the trip to Italy. Clifford asked her 
where she wanted to go when she was a 
senior and McAdams decided Greece. “I 
had always seen it [Greece] in movies and 
pictures, and to me it looked like one of 
the most beautiful places in the world.” 
 Students will fly into Athens, the 
capital, and then visit the islands and other 
parts of Greece. They will take a Spanish 

Viaje a Grecia!

tour guide with them so that students can 
practice the language. Although Clifford 
wants the students to just enjoy the Greek 
culture and experience, they are still 
expected to practice their Spanish.
 To invoke a true experience of 
Greek life, the crew will also be going to 
explore the nightlife of Greece. They are 
going to take a Folklore dance lesson and 
get together with other young locals to 
see what the parties and activities Grecian 
youth do for fun are like, instead of just 
sightseeing at tourist attractions.
 Currently, 9 students have signed 
up for the trip. The students are excited 
to experience a new culture and see a 
different part of the world. Many are 
interested in trying the food. Clifford plans 
on taking the students to many cafes and 
restaurants to eat authentic Greek food. 

 Clifford’s goal is for her and the 
students to “enjoy the wonders of the 
world” while learning about the roots 
of Romance languages.  She has always 
enjoyed traveling and has seen most of the 
world, from growing up in Puerto Rico to 
traveling with her students. Clifford likes 
seeing the world and someday wants to 
see China or India.
 Señora is looking forward to a 
weeklong stay in one of the world’s most 
ancient countries with a group of great 
and enthusiastic MHS students.
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OPINION
Do Students Need Wi-Fi?

By: Natalie Smith

 As students become more 
dependent on the internet, they need it to 
become more readily available. At home, 
most have unlimited wireless access; at 
school however, where Wi-Fi is needed 
most, it is not there. Recently, Montville 
High School has offered a guest Wi-Fi 
network that students can access as long 
as they follow school rules. Unfortunately, 
this network has been there one day and 
gone the next. Students have had to deal 
with having a network one day and none 
the next which poses a question. Do 
students really need Wi-Fi?
 The answer to this is yes and 
not just because students want it to 
fool around in class. Having a wireless 
connection in school can be very useful 
in the classroom. In fact, almost every 
subject has a great way to utilize this tool. 
While reading a book in English class, 
there might be a word that a student does 
not know. Instead of disrupting everyone 
else who is reading by asking the teacher, 
they can just whip out a phone or iPod 

and look it up. This works the same in 
a foreign language class when a student 
doesn’t know how to say a certain word 
or phrase. In music classes, students can 
obtain a metronome, pitch pipe, or tuner 
online for free. In an art class, a picture 
can be found to reference when drawing, 
sculpting, or painting.
 In a school like Montville High 
School, there aren’t always enough 
computers to go around for everyone 
during a study hall or even during a 
class. This forces students to both share a 
computer, an impossible task for an essay 
assignment, or waste the given time and 
do the work later. If there is an available 
Wi-Fi network, students can research or 
type something on their phone, iPod or 
bring in their own laptop.
 Having an unlocked Wi-Fi 
network at Montville High School would 
be a useful learning tool that would help 
students’ foster independence while 
helping to expand their knowledge at the 
same time.

Students use their iPhones during lunch.

The Easy Way to College

By: Jacob Santos
 If you think like a majority of the 
students at the high school, then you think 
that Naviance is a useless tool. I can tell you 
from personal experience that Naviance is 
your best friend when looking for college 
options. Naviance Family Connection is 
a website that allows students to apply 
for scholarships, research colleges, take 
personality quizzes for help with deciding 
a career, and other resources. 
 When it was my senior year, I had 
no idea what career I was going to persue, 
what college I wanted to go to, or what 
kind of scholarships or grants I could get. 
Then I remembered Naviance. I went onto 
the website and realized how helpful the 
site was; so from September to December 
I was on it at least once every day.
 For me, the most helpful tool was 
the Super Match college search engine. 
This lets you research schools by location, 
area of study, tuition price, number of 
students, etc. Along with all of this, you 
are also given the universities official 
website where you can go and find out 
even more about the school.
 Something every senior wants is 
a scholarship; every senior also worries 
that he or she will not receive one. There 
is no need to worry, Naviance has your 
back. When it came to scholarships, I 
was completely in the dark. I had no idea 
which ones I was eligible for or even 
how to apply. Naviance posts a list of 
scholarships, along with the requirements 
and when it’s due. Mrs. Ingoglia in the 
career resource office also sends out 
scholarship newsletters twice every month 
to inform students of new scholarships 
that are out.
 So if you are struggling with 
your search for a college, I suggest going 
straight to Naviance. It could be a life 
saver; I know it was for me.
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OPINION

By: Stefanie Szot
 As innocent men, women, and 
children slept in their homes in the 
suburbs of Damascus on August twenty-
first, a rocket was launched into the 
city full of the deadly sarin, a colorless 
and odorless chemical. Sarin quickly 
suffocates the lung muscle, usually within 
a minute. There have been over 1,300 
deaths and a countless number of people 
with symptoms of nerve gas. More bodies 
are found and buried every day.
 Unfortunately, the victims and 
their families do not have an answer as 
to who would have committed this act. 
While Syria’s opposition points to the 
government, the government points right 
back to the opposition. Because the United 
Nations (UN) has no definite answers yet, 
no country is ready to act against Syria. 
Every social media source claims to have 

Chemical Weapons Crisis in Syria

“a smoking gun” as to who could have 
done this, but no one knows for sure.
 One thing is clear, though, 
whoever is to blame needs to pay for the 
crime. Any person who can commit an 
act like this has no heart and deserves 
the most severe consequence. There is 
no reason for chemical weapons of this 
nature to be used. Survivors may have to 
endure permanent neurological disorders.
 They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words, but in the case of the 
images and videos from the chemical 
attack in Syria, I am left speechless. The 
media depicts endless gut-wrenching 
videos. One showed a dead woman 
holding her also dead children. Another 
panned across a line of dead children, one 
after the other, while others, most likely 
friends and family, cried and shouted over 

their bodies. The idea of lines of dead 
people is sickening, but it is the thought of 
each person’s last moment that makes my 
breath shallow. There is the mother who 
attempted to comfort her two children 
with her calming words, “We will all be 
okay,” but knowing the too-soon outcome 
too well. The children are stripped to 
fear, searching for their parents and not 
understanding what is happening.
 This political outcry will continue 
to corrode the nation’s society. Although 
no one knows who is to blame, it is certain 
that anyone who commits an act as cold 
as this one deserves the most severe 
punishment imaginable.

By: Karishma Chouhan

 Being a freshman at Montville 
High School isn’t that bad. I know! It’s a 
shocker. But in truth all the clichés about 
fitting in and being bullied haven’t been 
proven true. Fitting in here is easy; there 
are a variety of people so you can always 
find a group of people who’ll accept you. 
Whether you’re a jock, a nerd, a popular 
you’ll find a group. The other stereotypes 
of high school haven’t proven true either. 
No, the lockers aren’t big enough to stuff 
someone inside, and no, there is not a 
teacher who makes you copy chapters 
from old, dusty history books. Mr. Orbe 
shares his own “experiences,” while Mrs. 
Matheiu’s gives a different lab every day 
to explain the properties of science.
 Another fear that has been 
disproven is getting lost. Even for me, a 
directionally impaired person, finding my 

Freshman Life

way wasn’t all that hard. Besides, there 
are a bunch of seniors who will help you 
through the hallways and sometimes even 
take you to a class. This brings me to 
another point. Seniors are not jerks who 
will pick on freshman.
 Lunch is also not a terrifying 
abyss. The first day it was hard, but no one 
hid in the bathroom to eat. While Mean 
Girls is a hilarious movie, it’s unrealistic. 
Sure it can get awkward, but there is no 
public harassment.
 Finally, the classes are interesting 
and so far there hasn’t been a class where 
I have wanted to fall asleep.  You’re not 
sitting for an hour and a half listening 
to the teacher drone on about a subject 
you’ve already studied and you’re not 
completely lost trying to copy notes at 
the speed of light. All in all, high school 

is a place where you get to see where you 
excel. It’s a time to make memories and 
plot out your life. After high school you’re 
free to do as you please in the world and 
Montville High School points you in the 
right direction. Yeah, being a freshman 
can be tough, but it isn’t a nightmare.
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WORLD NEWS
A Hopping Success 

By: Ryan Turney

 The wait is over! Greg and 
Melissa Kosma opened the new Frogeez 
in Norwich on June 21st and are located on 
598 West Main St. They boast about their 
twelve flavors and endless possibilities 
for flavor and topping combinations. 
With the summer now coming to an end, 
you may be thinking that Frogeez is out 
of season and not worthy of visiting. By 
thinking this, you’re missing out on the 
chance to spend time with your friends or 
family while eating the creation you have 
concocted.
 Recently, you may have noticed 
that Frogeez had a shop in the Crystal 
Mall in Waterford, but it didn’t stay 
there long. Now the Norwich Frogeez 
welcomes people with a sweet craving to 
come and enjoy every frozen yogurt flavor 
imaginable with the unique toppings 
provided. The frozen yogurt includes a list 
of flavors that you can choose from such 
as Chocolate Snow Storm, Peanut Butter 
Banana Sandwich, Chocolate Mint Cookie 
and dozens more. They also have a few 

seasonal flavors such as Peppermint Chill, 
Pumpkin Roll and Christmas Mousse. 
To go with these wonderful flavors, you 
can pick from more than 30 fruit, nut, 
candy and syrup toppings. These toppings 
include something as simple as Cookie 
Dough, to something unique like Passion 
Fruit Boba, to a classic like Oreo Pieces. 
You can’t get toppings like this anywhere 
else, and the best part is that you can put 
on as many of your favorite toppings as 
you want. You just pay for the weight of 
your dessert.
 The demand for frozen yogurt is 
growing and Frogeez delivers to children 
and adults alike. It allows you and your 
family and friends to enjoy each other’s 
company while eating your treats. If you 
are looking for something to satisfy your 
frozen yogurt obsession, choose Frogeez 
for your next dessert meal and you will be 
coming back for more. 

Pick your own toppings and yogurt flavors at Frogeez.

Guiding the Future 
Generation
By: Caitlin Marsh
 Who you are as an adult depends 
on who influenced you as a child. In the 
case of our youth athletes, their futures 
are looking bright due to the many 
student coaches who teach and care for 
them during fall sports. The teenagers 
teach the children dedication, hard work 
and persistence. Those are three of the 
many factors in creating a successful 
environment here at Montville High 
School in the years to come.
 Fom the constant chatter in the 
halls at Montville High School, it’s clear 
that sports are a part of everyday life and 
are an ongoing topic. In order for the 
younger generation to do well, they need 
to be given the training and lessons that 
will prepare them for high school sports. 
If you give them the mindset to do well 
now, they will have that mindset here at 
Montville High School, and who better 
to do that than the already successful 
students here at the school?
 The student coaches teach the 
athletes important skills with an element 
of fun as well as giving the athletes a sense 
of security. Destanee Crawley and Haley 
Bedard, who teach the 5- 7 year olds, say, 
“We teach them how to behave, and we 
even teach them responsibility at such a 
young age.” When asked what one thing 
she wished to accomplish as a role model 
for the children, Crawley responded, “To 
pursue their dreams and create success for 
Montville High School in the future.”
 The coaches represent more than 
just instructors. Grace Earomirski, 9, says 
“I love that my coaches play lots of games 
with us and teach us so many new skills!”
 The coaches do a wonderful job of 
teaching the building blocks that will help 
their athletes become successful. They are 
creating relationships between children 
and coaches that will help both grow as 
individuals. It is a learning experience for 
both child and teen that help mold each 
person involved into a more caring and 
dedicated person.
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By: Mallory Tassone
 Most teenagers eagerly await 
their eighteenth birthday anxious for the 
new privileges that come with it.  It’s a 
coming of age; a chance to buy lottery 
tickets, have driving restrictions lifted, 
get the forbidden and much more.  But 
for Nathan Zawacki, a senior at Montville 
High School, it means much more than a 
scratch-off lottery ticket and a chance to 
drive with friends.  For Nathan, the anxiety 
and eagerness is centered on earning the 
honor of Eagle Scout—the highest award 
in scouting.
 In order to earn Eagle Scout, 
a Boy Scout must create and execute a 
project to benefit the community and 
demonstrate leadership. Nathan put 
together and managed the project of 
creating a landscape feature around a tree 
at St. John’s Church here in Montville.   

Zawacki Earns Highest Scouting Award

The project gave a face-lift to the area 
that was in need of improvement. Before 
the project it was simply a host to wilting 
plants and dying grass.  Not a very 
inspiring or spiritual spot. Now, thanks 
to Zawacki the congregation, and others 
even just driving by, have a place of 
beauty and serenity to experience.
 Zawacki, and the group of friends 
and scouts that he put together, have 
completed the project.  With a lot of 
human power they were able to complete 
the landscaping on time. Now, to be able 
to achieve the honor of being an Eagle 
Scout, Nathan must complete  and file all 
of the required paperwork by September 
24, 2013.  

By: Kevin Fitzgerald

 In a shocking move by the 
Egyptian military, the President of Egypt, 
Mohamed Morsi, was removed from 
power on July 3rd, only one year after his 
historic election. What makes Morsi’s 
administration so notable is that it is the 
first democratically elected leadership in 
one of the world’s oldest civilizations. 
Protests against Morsi, which began on 
June 30th, were initially peaceful until pro-
Morsi activists began to be attacked and 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s national office 
was looted. On July 3rd, following days of 
violence, the Egyptian military terminated 
the Morsi Administration and suspended 
the Egyptian constitution while promising 
future elections to replace Mohamed 
Morsi.
 On August 14th, Egyptians 
protesting Morsi’s removal from power 

Turmoil in Egypt: Egyptian Military Seizes Power

were attacked by the Egyptian military, 
leaving over two hundred dead and close 
to two thousand injured. Morsi took 
office on July 30th, 2012 after winning 
the election as the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
candidate with a 51.7 percent of the vote. 
Morsi followed the reign of Egyptian 
strongman Hosni Mubarak who ruled the 
North African nation for almost thirty 
years before he too was swept from 
power in 2011. Morsi, who faces charges 
of inciting deadly violence, had become 
a controversial figure during his term 
by granting himself unlimited powers 
and attempting to sidestep the Egyptian 
judicial system. He has been replaced by 
a council of defense, judicial and religious 
leaders.
 The United States government 
has carefully calculated how to classify 

this shift in power, as it would be forced 
to halt military aid to Egypt if the uprising 
were classified as a coup. In addition to 
this termination of military aid, Egypt 
may bear a price tag of up to three billion 
dollars. Annual military aid to Egypt 
from the United States sits around 1.23 
billion dollars, money which is then 
spent on defense systems such as the 
four F-16 fighter jets that were purchased 
from the Lockheed Martin Corporation. 
The purchase has been postponed. The 
situation in Egypt remains unstable and 
increasingly dangerous as the citizens 
adjust to the swift change in government. 
A concrete date for a new presidential 
election has not been set and the United 
States’ aid to Egypt hangs in the balance. 
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It’s a Small World 

By: Meagan McAdams

  Three foreign exchange students 
will be among the sea of bobbing heads 
in the hallways of Montville High School 
this year.  From Denmark, comes Anna 
Møller; from Norway, Anne Ueland; 
and from Germany, Carlo Winkelhake.       
Before deciding on coming to America, 
Anna had the choice of going to England, 
France, or America. She wanted to travel 
this year and chose America because 
she already knew the language. She had 
also heard exciting things about being an 
exchange student here. Although Anna 
likes the U.S., she says that America is 
different, which is something she will 
have to get used to. At the same time, Anna 
says, “I don’t know if Americans realize 
it, but we have a lot of American things in 
Europe. We watch a lot of American TV 
shows and movies and listen to American 
music.”
 Carlo chose this experience 
because he thought it would be 
interesting. He had already vacationed in 
America. In Germany, he played tennis 

and badminton, but wanted to try different 
sports in America so he is going to play 
soccer, basketball and lacrosse. All three 
exchange students are becoming involved 
in activities that aren’t available back 
at home. Anna and Anne have joined 
the cross country team and Carlo has 
joined the soccer team for the fall. They 
are looking forward to the “typical” 
high school experience like spirit week, 
football games and prom. Missing home 
posed a bit of a challenge, but they are all 
excited to make new friends and have new 
experiences in America.
 When the three students were 
asked what they were expecting when 
coming to America, they responded 
similarly. As Carlo stated, “It’s easier to 
have no expectations. That way, you can 
have a better experience.” Last year’s 
foreign exchange students had trouble 
leaving because of the wonderful lives 
they made in America and ,hopefully, these 
three will also have a great experience.

From Denmark,  Anna Møller; from Germany, Carlo Winkelhake; from Norway, Anne Ueland

NHS Collects For 
Montville Food Bank
By: Lacia Japp
 The National Honors Society 
(NHS) hosted a food drive to benefit 
the Montville Food Bank and donations 
were accepted for the entire month of 
September.  Representatives of the club 
visited students in this year’s first session 
of advisory to set the goal that everyone 
at MHS donate at least one can.  Suitable 
items include nonperishable foods such as 
canned soup or boxed pasta, but nothing 
expired or previously opened.  One 
member, Dan Linkinhoker calculated, “If 
all the students and staff bring in one can, 
then we’ll have over 800 cans to give.” 
 NHS advisor, Mrs. Halsey, 
encourages people to help out the food 
banks in autumn because the community 
needs food stockpiled for the holidays.  
Last year, the Society managed to fill two 
whole vans with nonperishable food items 
collected for the Food Bank, so a precedent 
has been set for this year’s drive.  Boxes 
are located in the Superintendant’s office, 
main office, library, Mrs. Clifford’s and 
Mrs. Halsey’s rooms awaiting students’ 
donations.
 The new president of the National 
Honor Society, Allison Contillo, Vice 
President Dillon Johnson and Secretary 
Natalie Smith look forward to promoting 
other worthy causes throughout the year.  
A collection for both the men’s and the 
women’s shelters to collect necessary 
items like toothpaste and socks will be 
coming soon.
 To be a part of NHS, members 
must complete at least eight hours of 
volunteering each semester, therefore the 
club is always open to requests for help or 
service. NHS members love to help out at 
the school, whether it is envelope stuffing, 
math tutoring or any other job that benefits 
the school.
 So go to your pantry and pull out 
a can. You’re not only helping National 
Honor Society, but your very own 
Montville Food Bank.  
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By: Allison Kronk and Staff Editor
 As you may have noticed, one 
of our new students is a little furrier than 
the rest of us. Carey, a service dog, has 
been recently introduced to this school 
by senior,  Ariana Cloutier. Carey helps 
Cloutier become more independent 
in school by performing tasks such as 
opening doors, picking up items she may 
have dropped and even turning on and 
off lights, all tasks she cannot easily do 
herself. Cloutier received Carey through 
the National Education for Assistance Dog 
Services (NEADS). NEADS is a nonprofit 
organization located in Princeton, MA 
that provides service dogs to people 
who are in need. This organization also 
contributes to the community with dog 
walks, golf outings, and book signings. 
They have trained over 1,300 assistance 
dog teams since first opening in 1976 

Our Furry New Friend

and own a wide variety of dog services 
for different needs. These needs include 
assistance for the blind and handicapped. 
Approximately 70% of assistance dogs 
are labs, like Carey, because of their good 
temper and intelligence. Service dogs 
have even been known to save lives.
 Carey also helps Cloutier at 
home. She can perform tasks such as 
pulling blankets on and off. Not only is 
she a help to Cloutier, but she is also an 
affectionate pet. Once she is no longer on 
duty and has her gear off, she begins acting 
like a typical dog, licking and demanding 
attention. “It’s like having a toddler in 
the house, but it’s okay because I love 
her!” Cloutier explains. This vivacity 
keeps Cloutier interactive with Carey, 
creating a bond between the two that will 
benefit them now and in the future. It is 

the service dogs that we pay our tribute 
for their assistance and loyalty to needy 
members of our society.

By: Marquesia Holts and Staff Editor

 When first entering Mr. Chris 
Ouellette’s classroom I couldn’t help 
but to overhear his conversation with 
a student. He was giving a student a 
speech about his potential. “You have 
the ability to do so much more than what 
you are choosing to do!” stated Ouellette, 
empowering this student to bring his best 
game to the classroom. This new teacher 
believes that he, himself,  has so much 
to offer our school. Mr. Ouellette feels 
that he has the power to bring education 
and skills up through reading. “Math 
and comprehension skills are all related 
through reading. Improving reading skills 
will influence the others.”  
 A 2004 graduate of MHS, 
Ouellette knows what it’s like to be on 
both sides of the fence.  He went to Post 
University as an undergraduate and is 

Montville’s Newest Teachers

earning his Master’s Degree at Sacred 
Heart. He will bring his commitment to 
the community of Montville  as well as to 
the community of MHS.
 Ouellette isn’t the only one 
bringing new ideas to MHS. Ms.Lesleyann 
Jimenez is also looking forward to the year 
teaching Spanish in Montville. She, too, 
wishes to give students an appreciation 
for the language. From speaking with Ms. 
Jimenez I could feel the hopefulness and 
expectations she has as a teacher. “I hope to 
give my students not only a language they 
will speak in class but outside and their 
lives” said Jimenez.  She comes to us after 
teaching for 7 years at New London High 
School.  She is also committed to the town 
of Montville and the culture here at our 
school.  She has stated  that she loves her 
new school.  She is particularly impressed 

with the kindness of the administrators, 
other faculty members and staff and the 
students.  She says she is happy to be 
here at MHS.  She graduated from the 
University of Puerto Rico (just like Senora 
Clifford!), and is also currently working 
on an advanced degree at Sacred Heart.
 These teachers are already bringing 
their positivity and encouragement to 
school. Expect wonderful things from 
Montville’s new additions, and make 
them feel welcomed when you pass them 
in the halls.
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By: Helena Sun
 The first Mystery Teacher of the 
2012-14 school year grew up on the South 
Side of Chicago; a rough neighborhood 
“now filled with rich twenty and thirty 
year olds,” he claims. He enjoys his 
grandmother’s apple pie. His favorite 
vegetable is asparagus. At the age of five, 
he wanted to be an architect. He liked 
looking at the different styles of buildings. 
His favorite style is the prairie, which is a 
type of building with low, flat roofs. Frank 
Lloyd Wright serves to be his role model, 
who designed over 1,000 structures. He 
describes Wright as “a visionary”. He 
surprisingly was not good in math up 
through high school. It was then in college 
when his professor excited him about 
physics. In college, he almost failed his 
first year because he skied for 77 days. His 
first job was at Recreation Equipment Inc. 

Guess the Teacher

He prefers Windows over Apple. In high 
school, he played baseball, volleyball, 
wrestled, raced canoes, and participated 
in water polo. He played the saxophone, 
but quit because he “wasn’t very good 
at it.” His favorite author is Nicholas 
Evans, author of Horse Whisperer. On the 
weekends, he enjoys driving in his green 
(his favorite color) truck to the mountains 
listening to country music, although 
he enjoys all genres of music. He says, 
“I feel extroverted when I am teaching 
but introverted on the weekends.” This 
individual collects Olympic coins because 
“even though there is no real monetary 
value, it all has a meaning.” Two items 
on his bucket list include taking the 
Trans Siberian Railway and building his 
own house. Although he doesn’t watch 
television much, he likes Lonesome Dove. 

His favorite quote is, “Forget about style. 
Worry about results.” –Bobby Orr.  (Mrs. 
Salazar, former English teacher, was the 
last issue’s Mystery Teacher)

By: Natalie Smith

 Instead of just sitting around 
watching television at home, stay after 
school and discover something about 
yourself. Montville High School  has 
numerous opportunities to get involved in 
after school activities. From culinary club 
and drama club to international club and 
environmental club, there is something for 
anyone. Activities run every day, except 
Fridays, from 2:15 to when the late bus 
comes at 4:00. The late bus is great for 
students who want to join clubs because it 
stops near every student’s house.
 The school provides many 
athletics throughout the year ranging 
from cross country to winter guard. If 
you don’t enjoy sports, there are other 
activities to participate in. For artsy 
people, MHS offers an art club, run 
by Mrs. Olzack where you can create 

Finding the Right Club for You

your own drawing, painting or ceramic 
making. The culinary club, run by Mrs. 
Burr and Dr. Greenstein, makes food for 
school events and personal consumption. 
Want to take on a new character role?  
Ms. Walsh helps you utilize skills as an 
actor or actress. You can join the tech 
crew to help build and move sets or try 
hair and makeup. For the environmentally 
conscious, join environmental club, run 
by Mrs. Pierce. Learn what you can do to 
save the environment and participate in 
special earth themed activities. If you’re 
interested in World War I, along with those 
both academically and non-academically 
inclined (or just want to go to Hawaii), 
join Academic Decathlon, run by Mr. 
Hayes and Mr. Richmond. If you want to 
learn about other cultures and countries 
around the world, join the International 

club run by Mrs. Perry and Mrs. Pierce. If 
you are more business inclined, become a 
member of the Future Business Leaders of 
America, or FBLA, run by Mrs. Burdick. 
You can then manage the school store 
and compete in the state competition. 
For those who want to be a teacher when 
they grow up, join the Young Educators 
Society, or YES club run by Mr. Russo. 
Commit little time to actual club meetings 
and go out and tutor elementary kids 
or participate in a variety of field trips 
instead, which includes the annual Read 
Across America trip. If you would rather 
read with a manga or watch anime, come 
to the anime club run by Ms. Fish. And, of 
course, you can always join The Chieftain 
if you love to write or photograph, run by 
Mrs. Laurencot. So join a club today and 
find out what your passions are.


